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Common objects around you are made with
very precise measurements. Now look at the
slide in the park, there are many factors in-
volved in its design, like what happens if you
lower the angle or increase the height? Will
you still be let down so easily?

These little phenomena are not limited to
the playground but are used in our daily
life. For example, wheelchair ramps allow
easy movement, making buildings accessible
to everyone. Even in construction, ramps
are an effective means of transportation for
heavy objects. Understanding these princi-
ples helps us in everything from designing
playground equipment to building loading
docks and ramps. Let’s create a similar setup
in the lab and examine the factors.
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Block

Lab jack
Inclined surface

Figure 1: A setup replicating an inclined surface.

Let’s make sure we have everything we need to make up a setup shown in Fig. EI

1. Inclined surface 3. A regular shaped object
2. Ruler 4. Lab Jack

Video Analysis [| M %

In this experiment you will record an object as it slides down an inclined surface. Record the
object and the surface from the side, keeping the camera level with the surface. Maintain a
contrasting background for clarity (for instance, if the objects in the experiment are of a lighter
colour, set up a black chart paper in the background) Make sure the camera frame covers the
entire movement of the object.

Set up the inclined plane and place the object at the top. Gradually increase the angle of the
incline until the object just starts to slide. Record this critical angle (6..).

What does the data say?

When a block is sliding down an inclined surface, several forces act on it. The gravitational
force, or weight mg, pulls the block straight down towards the Earth. This force can be broken
into two components: one parallel to the incline, mgsinf, which drives the block’s motion
down the slope, and one perpendicular to the incline, mg cosf. The perpendicular component
is balanced by the normal force N exerted by the surface under the block, and acts at a right
angle to the surface. Additionally, there is a frictional force f that opposes the block’s motion
along the surface. This frictional force depends on the coefficient of friction p, which is simply
a number representing the degree of friction between the block and the surface. The total force
in the direction parallel to the incline determines acceleration a down the incline.



[Q 1] . What would happen to the block’s motion if there were no frictional force acting on
it? How would the block behave differently on an inclined plane with a higher or lower angle?

As the angle 0 of the incline increases, the component of the gravitational force that acts parallel
to the incline, mgsin #, increases. At a certain critical angle, the force due to gravity along
the incline will overcome the maximum static friction force, causing the block to start sliding.
Beyond this angle, the block will continue to accelerate down the incline, and kinetic friction
becomes the relevant opposing force.

Put the object on the inclined surface. Start recording as you slowing increase the angle of
inclination until you reach the critical angle and the object slides down.

[Q 2] . Note the critical angle.

The coefficient of static friction u, is defined as the ratio of the frictional force to the normal
force when the system is not moving.

[Q 3] . For your critical angle, calculate the value of .

[Q 4] . Sketch a rough graph for the relationship between the angle 6 and friction?

Record videos of the block sliding down the incline at various angles greater than 6. where the
block begins to slide.

[Q 5] . Plot a graph of acceleration a versus time ¢ for different values of . Consider what
the shape of this graph might reveal about the block’s motion.

[Q 6] . Write down an equation for a) with respect to the block’s weight and the frictional
force. Plot a graph of the frictional force f versus the incline angle #. Could you describe their
relationship by looking at the graph?
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